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Abstract This paper describes a new species: Oxytate minuta of the spider genus Oxytate from Hunan Province. Type specr 


mens are deposited at the College of Life Sciences, Hunan Normal University. Measurements given are in mm. 
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The genus Oxytate was created by L. Koch, 
1878, and presently includes 21 species ( Platnick, 
2005) from Africa, Australia and Asia. 5 species have 
been recorded fran China. Spiders of the genus Oxy- 
tate are usually medium to large sized thomisids. Alive 
spider with slight green body colar; dorsum with tra 
verse stripe farming scutum caudally, and split like 
segments; male lateral tibial apophysis long, distally 
curve & strongly sclerotized. Specimens in aur collec 
tion are easily to be identified as the species of the 
genus Lysiteles, both with the small body (2. 60) . But 
the abdomen caudally segments and the structure of 
male palpal organ are strictly similar to those of the 
species of the genus Oxytate. The new species is similar 
to Oxytate hoshizuna Ono, 1978 in the structure of 
male palpal organ, so we think it belongs the represerr 
tative of the genus Oxytate. 

Abbreviations. AL= abdomen length, AW= ab 
domen width, AME= anterior median eye, ALE= ar 
terior lateral eye, AME AME = interval between 
AMEs, AME ALE= interval between AME and ALE, 
CL= carapace length, CW= carapace width, L= 
length, MOQ= median ocular quadrate, PME= poste 
rior median eye, PLE= posterior lateral eye, PME 
PME= interval between PMEs, PME PLE= interval 
between PME and PLE, TL= total length. 


Oxytate minuta sp. nov. (Figs. 1-3) 


Measurements. ô: holotype, TL 2.60. CL 
1. 50, CW 1.20; AL 1.30, AW 0.90. AME 0. 05, 
ALE 0. 10, AME AME 0.30, AME ALE 0. 26; PME 
0. 04, PLE 0. 09, PME PME 0. 25, PME- PLE 0. 35. 
MOQ L 0.35, front 0.30, back 0. 25. Leg measure 
ments are shown as following: total length ( (femur+ 


(Patella+ tibia) + metatarsus+ tarsus) ). Leg I 4. 60 
(1. 50+ 1. 70+ 0. 80+ 0.60), leg II 4. 80 (1.50+ 
1.70+ 1.00+ 0.60), leg II 3.50 (1.00+ 1. 40+ 
0.60+ 0.50), leg IV 3. 10 (0. 80+ 1.20+ 0. 60+ 
0.50). Leg formula: II, I, Il IV. 

Description. Male. Carapace elevated with some 
scattered strong setae, grayish brown, margins dark 
brown, area of fovea light brown, fovea depressed. 
Cervical grooves light black brown, radial grooves 
black brown. Both eye rows recurved, Tubercles of 
lateral eyes big, lateral eyes on large contiguous tuber- 
cles. Sternum near triangular, light yellow, median 
area smooth, sides with long setae. Qhelicera light 
brown, no teeth, instead with a row of bent thick 
hairs. Endite light yellow with oblique distal end. 
Labium grayish brown, relatively short. Legs light 
yellow, with many spines; femur, patella, tibia all 
with 2 dorsal spines of four legs. Abdomen: anterior 
wide and round, posterior pointed, margins with long 
thick setae; dorsum light grayish brown, with four 
transverse black brown stripes bearing setae and some 
small white spots, which farms scutum caudally and 
split like segments, 2 pairs of muscular depressions vis 
ible the ventral light yellowish brown with brown 
oblique lines merged posteriorly. Spinnerets light gray- 
ish brown. 

Male palpus: light brown. 2 tibial apophyses, 
ventral me short, panted; retrolateral wide and flat, 
its end bending outwards. Sperm duct circles in the 
tegulum bulb. Conductor wide, twist and circle around 
the embolus. Embolus elevated on the bulb, its end 
panted. 
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Figs. 3. Oxytateminuta sp. nov. 1. Body ( ô). 23. Left palpus. 2 Ventral. 3. Retrolateral. Scales bars: 1= 1.0 


mm, ? 3= 0. 1 mm 

Female. Unknown. 

Holotype 4 paretyepes 2 ô 4 6 July 2003, 
Jiangping Village, Mt. Huping ( 29 59-30° 08 N, 
111°29- 11059 E), Shimen County, Hunan Province, 
leg. TANG Guo 

Distribution. Hunan Province. 

Diagnosis. ‘This new species can be distinguished 
from Oxytate hoshizuna Ono, 1978 by: 1) total length 
much shorter (2. 60 in the former and 7. 00 in the lat 
ter) ; 2) embolus does not protrude from the bulb in 
the latter as found in the farmer. 

Etymology. The specific name refers to the small 
body size of the type. 
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